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eBooklets on Competitive Doubles

Takeout Doubles

Negative Doubles

Responsive Doubles and Snapdragon Doubles
Balancing Doubles and Re-opening Doubles
Support Doubles

Maximal Doubles

These booklets may be purchased as a single volume
in digital or paper format under the title Competitive
Doubles, one of eight books in Patty Tucker’s
Winning Bridge Conventions Series.
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Balancing Doubles

A Balancing Double is a takeout double made by
overcaller. Balancing Doubles are generally thought
to occur when an opponent opens the bidding and the
auction comes around to you at a low level. The
primary motivating factor in balancing is to force the
opponents to bid to a higher level in order to win the
contract. Hopefully they will bid high enough that you
have an opportunity to set them.

The premise is that it is almost never right to allow
the opponents to play at a low level when you have
shortness in their suit. In all of the auctions below,
notice that the opponents have limited their hands to
minimum values and the expectation is that
East/West have at least half of the high card points
available in the hand. Double allows East/West to
enter the auction as safely as possible and to find their
best fit.
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Hand 1

North East South West
1v Pass Pass Dbl

Double is a Balancing Double for takeout (asking
partner to bid), but could be weaker than the values a
Takeout Double would have shown in the direct seat
(East was in the direct seat.).

Hand 2

North East South West
1v Pass 29 Pass
Pass Dbl

Double is a Balancing Double for takeout (asking
partner to bid), but since East did not double in direct
seat (his first opportunity to double), it is either
weaker (less than 11 points) or off-shape (not the
expected distribution of shortness in hearts and at
least three cards in the remaining three suits).
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Hand 3
North East South West

1v Pass 16 Pass
IN Dbl

Double is a Balancing Double, asking partner to bid
one of the minor suits but could be weaker hand than
a Takeout Double would have shown in direct seat
(Direct seat would have been at East's first
opportunity to double.)

Hand 4
North East South West

1v Pass 16 Pass
1N Pass Pass Dbl

Double is takeout for the minor suits but weaker than
Hand 3, since West could have doubled 14 showing
the minors if he had the required values to double at
his first opportunity to bid.
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Competitive Doubles

Takeout Doubles

Negative Doubles

Responsive Doubles and
Snapdragon Doubles

Balancing Doubles and
Re-opening Doubles

Support Doubles

Maximal Doubles

Conventions after a Notrump Opening

Stayman

Jacoby Transfers

Texas Transfer

Smolen

Four-Suit Transfers

Three-level Responses toa INT
Opening Bid

Three Spades over 2NT

Lebensohl

Bergen Raises

Help Suit Game Tries
Splinter Bids

INT Forcing

Jacoby 2NT

Drury
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Competitive Bidding
Weak Two Bids
Preemptive Bidding
Michaels Cuebid
Unusual ZNT
Sandwich NT
Unusual vs. Unusual
Cuebidding in Competitive Auctions
Good/Bad 2NT
Conventions Useful with Strong Hands
2NT Rebid by Opener
Jump Shift
Reverses
Strong 24 Convention and 24 Waiting
Cuebidding Controls
Gerber and Blackwood
Conventions Useful with 2/1
INT Forcing
Inverted Minors
Two-Way Checkback
Fourth Suit Forcing
2/1 Review Hands
Slam Bidding Conventions
Serious 3NT
Cuebidding Controls
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NEWCOMER/INTERMEDIATE

Balancing Doubles
and Re-opening
Doubles

Bridge students quickly discover that ‘basic
bidding’ will only get them so far. If they really
want to improve, it is necessary to master a certain
number of bidding conventions, and be prepared
both to play them and play against them. This
ebooklet  covers Balancing Doubles and
Re-opening Doubles.
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