




© 2010 Barbara Seagram & Marc Smith

All rights reserved.  It is illegal to reproduce any portion of this material, except by special arrangement with the publisher.  

Reproduction of this material without authorization, by any duplication process whatsoever, is a violation of copyright.

Master Point Press, 331 Douglas Ave.  Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5M 1H2 (416) 781-0351

info@masterpointpress.com, www.masterpointpress.com

www.masteringbridge.com, www.bridgeblogging.com

www.ebooksbridge.com

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Seagram, Barbara

The pocket guide to bridge conventions you should know / Barbara Seagram & Marc Smith.

Issued also in electronic formats.

ISBN 978-1-897106-65-5

1. Contract bridge--Bidding.  I. Smith, Marc, 1960-  II. Title. 

GV1282.4.S4196 2010            795.41’52          C2010-905151-3 

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing 

Industry Development Program (BPIDP) for our publishing activities.

Editor: Linda Lee

Cover and Interior design:  Olena S. Sullivan

Interior format and copyediting:  Sally Sparrow

Printed and bound in Canada by Webcom Ltd.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7        14 13 12 11 10



NOTRuMP AuCTIONS
  1. Jacoby & Texas Transfers 5

  2. Stayman 10

MAJOR-SuIT AuCTIONS
  3. Jacoby 2NT 14

  4. Splinter Bids 16

  5. Cuebid Raises 18

  6. Reverse Drury 20

  7. Help Suit Game Tries 22

SLAM BIDDING
  8. Blackwood and Gerber 24

  9. Roman Keycard Blackwood 27

10. Control-Showing Cuebids 30

11. Grand Slam Force 32

CONVENTIONAL OPENING BIDS
12. Strong 2 Opening 34

13. Weak Two-Bids 37

CONSTRuCTIVE AuCTIONS
14. Fourth Suit Forcing 42

15. New Minor Forcing 44

16. Reverses 46

WHEN OPPONENTS COMPETE
17. Lebensohl 49

18. Negative Doubles 51

WHEN OPPONENTS OPEN THE BIDDING
19. Takeout Doubles 55

20. Responsive Doubles 60

21.  Michaels Cuebids & the unusual 

Notrump 62

22. Balancing 65

23. Lead-Directing Doubles 67

24. DONT Overcalls of 1NT 69

25. Cappelletti Over 1NT 71

Contents



4

T
h

e
 P

o
c

k
e
t
 G

u
id

e
 t

o
 C

o
n

v
e
n

t
io

n
s

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This book contains a brief summary of two 
dozen commonly-played and useful bridge 
conventions.  We therefore recommend that 
you use it mostly as a quick reference for 
conventions you have already studied and 
play.  You may also find it provides a helpful 
introduction to a new convention, either 
one your opponents are using, or one you 
are considering adopting yourself.  However, 
for more comprehensive coverage of the 
ideas behind each convention, and more 
detail on the nuances, let us refer you to this 
volume’s much lengthier parent, 25 Bridge 
Conventions You Should Know.

Here is a brief explanation of some of the 
technical terms used in the following pages.  
First, we should distinguish between natural 

bids (an opening 1 bid, for example, means 
hearts), and conventional or artificial 
bids, like an opening 2 bid, or the Stayman 
2 response to a 1NT opening, neither of 
which have anything to do with clubs.  In 
this book, conventional bids are occasionally 
marked by *.

We sometimes refer to shortness — by 
that we mean a singleton, doubleton or void 
in a suit.

Finally, a word about hand evaluation.  When 
we write, for example, 10+ HCP, we mean ‘10 
or more’, and the abbreviation HCP means 
high card points only.  When we intend you 
to count distribution as well, we refer to 
points.  When bidding notrump, count only 
your HCP.

Barbara Seagram
Marc Smith
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Seagram & Smith’s 25 Bridge Conventions You Should Know was published in 1996,
and has gone on to become the bestselling bridge book since Charles Goren was writing.
This handy pocket guide presents the material from that book as a concise, easy refer-
ence. From Blackwood to Negative Doubles, Splinters to Transfers, you will find all the
answers to your questions about basic conventions right at your fingertips.

A BESTSELLER THAT FITS IN
YOUR POCKET!
A BESTSELLER THAT FITS IN
YOUR POCKET!

BARBARA SEAGRAM (Toronto, Canada) is one of the
best-known bridge teachers in North America; her
books on the game have sold well over a quarter of a
million copies in five different languages.

MARC SMITH (England) is a bridge
journalist and author who regularly
writes for BRIDGE magazine in the
UK.
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