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Introduction

It’s always been my dream to write a book on the play of the hand.
After all, I have made enough mistakes in the play over the years to
cover two books!  

Now my goal is to help you avoid some of these errors.  After all,
you want to instill enough trust in your partner so that he or she
will let you play a hand once in a while!  The problem is that each
topic is so vast, that I can't imagine any writer doing justice to the
major elements of the play of the hand in one volume that could
be lifted by the average person.  

The idea here is to try to teach you how to think and what to think
about.  Unless you have a clear-cut vision of how to organize the
play you will inevitably find yourself in the wrong hand, lacking an
entry to this or that hand, finding the dangerous opponent on lead
at embarassing moments, or seeing winners disappear because of a
blocked suit that wasn't unblocked in time!  Accordingly I have
decided to divide up the important topics into more than one book
and go into each topic thoroughly so as not to short change the
reader.  

This is my opening bid, so to speak. I hope you like it.

Eddie Kantar
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WHAT
YOU’RE GOING

TO LEARN
IN THIS

CHAPTER:
• How to plan your entry manage-

ment at Trick 1
• How to use your trump suit for

entries
• How to create and preserve

entries

The First Trick 14
Repeatable Finesses 19
Unblocking 25
Overtaking 34
Forcing an Entry 35
Test Yourself 38
Solutions 45
Key Ideas 51

An entry, an entry, my kingdom for an entry! How many times
have you wished for just one more entry either to your hand or to
dummy?  Maybe that wish will be answered after reading this chap-
ter.  There are many, many techniques for preserving, creating, or
forging entries to one hand or the other.  Let’s start with one of the
most fertile areas for entry conservation and entry creation — your
trump suit. 

Drawing trumps — back and forth mobility 

When you can draw trumps and still have at least one trump left
both in your hand and in dummy, try to use those trumps to move
back and forth — i.e. strive for ‘entry flexibility’.  

Translation: being able to enter either hand with a trump whenever possi-
ble. Look at this typical situation:

1A Transport 
of Delight

“Oh, how I long to travel back.”
HENRY VAUGHAN

♥ 9

                                 



North
♦ Q 4 3

West East
♦ 9 2 ♦ 8 7

South (You)
♦ A K J 10 6 5

Diamonds are trumps and you plan to draw two rounds ending in
your hand.  If you start with the ace and king, you leave the blank
♦Q in dummy.  Yes, you will then be able to cross to dummy with a
diamond, but if you are in dummy with another suit, you can’t
enter your hand with a diamond; the suit is blocked.  However, if
you start with the ace and jack, again leaving the blank ♦Q in
dummy, you have entry flexibility; you can zip over to dummy
with a diamond, and if you are in dummy with another suit, you
can overtake the queen with your king to get to your hand.  

The beauty (and horror) of a 
powerful trump suit 

The stronger your trump suit, the harder it may be to enter dummy
with a trump; too many riches.  One way to overcome this glut is to
trump high, not low, when forced to ruff.  Deuces and treys can be
the most precious cards in your hand — cherish them; save them!

North 
♠ 6 5 4 3 
♥ 8 6 4 
♦ K Q J 
♣ 8 6 5 

South (You)
♠ A K Q J 10 2 
♥ 10 7 
♦ A
♣ A J 4 3  
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West North East South

2♣

pass 2♦ pass  2♠

pass 3♠ pass 4♣

pass 4♠ all pass 

NORTH-SOUTH VUL. DEALER SOUTH

                                                         



You do well to stop at 4♠ and the opponents start with three rounds
of hearts.  If you ruff with the deuce (a truly ugly play), you will
have squandered  the most precious card in your hand.  That ♠2 is
your entry to dummy.  If you ruff the third heart high, you can
draw trumps, cash the ♦A, enter dummy with a trump, and  discard
two clubs on the diamonds.  Ten tricks.  If you ruff low at Trick 3,
you could wind up losing two clubs along with the two hearts you
have already lost.  

Creating an extra dummy entry with your
heart in your mouth  

In the previous example, you had to ruff high in order to be able to
enter dummy with a trump.  Sometimes you have to get to dummy
twice in the trump department when there only appears to be one
trump entry to dummy.  Appearances can be deceiving.  

North 
♠ 5 4 3 
♥ J 9 
♦ J 10 5 
♣ Q 8 5 4 2 

South (You) 
♠ A Q J  
♥ A K Q 4 3 2
♦ A K Q
♣ 7 

This time your enthusiasm knows no bounds (bidding deleted so
that you will continue reading this book) and you arrive at a con-
tract of 6♥.  West leads a diamond which you cleverly win in your
hand.  You have a certain club loser and you must find the ♠K with
East to have any chance, so assume it is there.  However, even if
East has the ♠K, you probably will need two dummy entries to take
two spade finesses.  Do you see two dummy entries?  

N
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