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For our 2-year-old grandson, Daniel, who has already given us so
much pleasure






INTRODUCTION

I have always regarded 6NT as the most enjoyable contract to play. As with any
slam contract, a couple of the suits may be solid and this allows you to focus your
mind on the remaining suits and the best way to play them. A wealth of cardplay
techniques are at your disposal, including avoidance plays, safety plays, throw-ins,
unblocking plays, deceptive plays and all sorts of squeezes.

Believe it or not, you hold in your hand a book that contains nothing but
O6NT contracts! I have divided it into two halves — fact and fiction. The first
half of the book features the world’s finest players at work, tackling all manner of
O6NT contracts — some commendable, some truly awful. You will have a chance
to plan your play in these contracts yourself, before seeing what fate befell the
original declarer. The second half of the book contains humorous short stories,
featuring many of the characters that | have written about over the past 30 years.
You will find the bridge-crazy monks of St. Titus Monastery, including the self-
centered Abbot; the nuns of St. Hilda’s Convent are there, as are the Rabbi and
his entourage. There is further action from the masters and boys of Cholmeley
School, and from the missionaries, Brother Tobias and Brother Luke, whose main
task in life is to convert the Bozwambi tribe to the Acol bidding system. Finally,
there are some tales involving Robin Hood, the Sheriff of Nottingham and the
much-maligned Sir Guy of Gisburne. Throughout this entertainment only one
contract will be found — you guessed it, 6NT. Although some of these stories have
been published in bridge magazines around the world, none of them has appeared
in any of my books.

Do you sometimes feel cheated when you pay good money for a book and then
find several pages that are mostly white space? It will not happen here. Whenever
half a page of white space would have occurred, [ have filled it with a play problem
set in 6NT. The recommended answer to each quiz will be overleaf, or as near as is
possible without it appearing on the facing page. There are 32 such 6NT problems,
some relatively easy and some that will cause you to sit back in your chair for a
while.

By the time you have finished this book, you will surely consider yourself a
world expert on 6NT contracts and look forward to playing there as much as I do.
You may even be tempted to steer the auction towards 6NT when you should be
in a suit slam or playing safely in a game contract. You can tell your partner that
it’s all my fault!

Enjoy the book.
David Bird






CONTENTS

PART |

PART Il

6NT - FACT

1 Ron Andersen’s ONT ........... ... oiiiiii.. 13
2 Ely Culbertson’s ONT . .......... ..o, 14
3 Osvaldo Vergara’s ONT ... ..., 17
4 Jean-Michel Boulenger’s 6NT ...................... 18
5 Tim Bourke’s ONT. . ... 21
6 Eric Rodwell’s NT ... ..o 23
7 Bridge Baron’s ONT. . ...... .. ... .ot 26
8 The World’s Luckiest 6SNT Contract . ................ 29
9 Niels Kroejgaard’s ONT. .. ... oo, 30
10  Sam Lev’s Lead Against ONT............... ... .... 33
11 Tony Forrester’s 6NT . ... .. ... 35
12  Eduardo Scanavino’s ONT ................vun... 37
13  BillyEisenbergs NT .. ... 39
14  The World’s Worst 6NT Contracts . ............v.... 43
15  EscapingInto ONT ... .. ... oo i, 45
16  Leon Yallouze’s Defense to NT . ............ . ..., .. 49
17  Jeff Meckstroth’s ONT. . ... ..o 53
18  ZiaMahmoods ONT. ... ... ..., 55
19  Michel Abécassis’ ONT. ...... ..., 57
20 Gromov’s Lead Against ONT ...............oov... 60
21  RoyWelland’s 6NT. . ... 63
22  Kirzystof Martens’ Pass Over 6NT. ................... 65
23  DanMorses ONT . ... i 67
24  Escaping From 6NT ... .. ... ... i 69
25 AlainLévysONT ... 4
26  Justin Lall’s Falsecard Against ONT .................. 76
27  Bidding 6NT AfteraPsyche ............. ... . ... 7
28 MikeMoss's ONT ... ..o 81
29 KitWoolsey’s ONT .. ..o 82
30 Into6NTandOutof ONT ..., 85
31 AndrewRobson’sONT ..., 87
32 Meadowlark’s ONT .. ... 90

6NT - FICTION

33
34
35
36

The Headmaster’s Poor Discard ... .................. 95
Sergeant Barker’s Aberration . ................. ..., 97
The Mother Superior’s Clue. .. ..., 100

Brother Aelred’s Unusual Squeeze .. ................ 102



37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

Guy of Gisburne’s Feeble Defense .. ................ 105

The Abbot Jumps the Gun. ....................... 108
Witchdoctor to the Rescue. .. ... 111
Brother Cameron’s Observation. . .................. 114
Madame Baguette’s Analysis ............. ... .. 117
The Abbot’s Unfortunate Lead .................... 119
The Rabbi’s Little Secret . .........coovinna.. 125
The Abbot’s Wasted Hand . .. ... oo . 128
The Bishop of Leicester’s Warning. . .. .............. 131
Sister Benedict’s Clever Bid . . ............ ... .. 133
Brother Cameron’s Breakthrough. .................. 135
The Headmaster’s Brilliancy. . ..................... 137
Mrs. El-Djem’s Contribution . ..................... 139
Brother Aelred’s Strange Finesse . .................. 143
Beckie’s Good Judgment. ......... ... oL 146
The Abbot’s Hot Streak . ... ... 152
Friar Tuck’s Priorities .. .......... ..., 156
Brother Cameron’s Obvious Bid. . .................. 159
The Parrot’s Clever Defense. .. .......... ... ... .. 163
Bertie Bellis’s Clever Play................ ... . 167
Professor Barclay’s Invitation .. .................... 170
The Rabbi’s Unexpected Loser. ... ................. 174
Brother Tobias’s Thoughtful Defense . . .............. 177
Brother Aelred’s Analysis. ........................ 179
Sister Kate’s Weak Two-bid ....................... 181
Loose Lillian’s Clever Play .. ................... .. 184
Mrs. Heron-Watson’s Advice . .. ...t 189






12 | Somehow We Landed in 6NT



1. RON ANDERSEN'’S 6NT

The USA’s Ron Andersen sat South on this deal from the final round of the 1990
World Open Pairs semi-finals in Geneva. Barry Goren (USA) was North.

A AKJ108
v Q5
¢ A73
% Q43
A Q964 A 32
v 32 Neither Vol v 110984
¢ J102 Dealer E ¢ Q954
* JO65 &% K10
A5
¥ AK76
¢ K86
% AB872
West North East South
Mayer Goren Wright Andersen
pass INT
pass 6NT all pass

South’s INT showed 15-17 points. That was 14 points for the two aces and two
kings, plus another 1 point because they needed some tops to qualify for the
final. When Malcolm Mayer led the ], Andersen won with the #K and took a
successful finesse of the #10. He continued with the ¥Q and YA and then led a
low club, the five appearing from West. How would you have viewed the situation
after this start?

Andersen reasoned that Mayer, sitting West, could count him for five spade
tricks and at least six top winners in the other three suits (three or more hearts, two
or more diamonds and one club). That was a total of at least eleven and possibly
twelve top tricks. Would a world-class pairs player dream of ducking the &K if he
held it, possibly handing declarer an overtrick on a plate?

Andersen thought not and backed his judgment by playing low from the
dummy instead of calling for the queen. East won with the %10 and returned a
diamond. When a club to the ace dropped East’s king, Andersen had only to repeat
the spade finesse and twelve tricks were his. A near-top pairs score resulted.

Andersen’s inference on the lie of the club suit could not have been drawn in
a team-of-four environment, where an overtrick means relatively little.

Part 1: 6NT — Fact | 13



2. ELY CULBERTSON'S 6NT

Do 6NT contracts mature pleasantly with age? You can judge for yourself as you
absorb this deal described by Culbertson in 1935. (In those heady times, bridge
books sold in quantities that are unimaginable nowadays. Culbertson’s Blue Book
on bidding was the first and only bridge book to head the USA’s non-fiction
bestseller list.)

A K74
¥ AQJ108
® AJ6
% K3
A J109852 A6
v 43 Neither Vul. ¥ K652
¢ 97 Dealer § ¢ Q1053
% Q54 % 10986
A AQ3
v 97
¢ K842
* AJ72
West North East South
Teh
pass 19 pass INT
pass ANT pass 6NT
all pass

No bidding was given when the deal was published, so I have added a plausible
modern auction. West leads the &] against 6NT. You win with the ace and run the
¥9, losing to East’s king. How will you continue when East returns the &%10?

East is unlikely to be switching from the &Q. If he holds &1098xx, West’s
Q) will fall doubleton and you can therefore make a case for withholding the o]
on the first round of the suit. In the play as Culbertson described it, declarer did
cover with the ], drawing the #%Q and %K. How would you have continued from
this point?

Declarer cashed the two remaining spade winners, followed by three more
rounds of hearts. This was the end position that he reached:

14 | Somehow We Landed in 6NT
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Can you make
twelve tricks?

The stories and anecdotes in this collection have one thing in common:
in every case, the contract is 6NT! The first half of the book features the
world’s finest players at work, tackling all manner of 6NT contracts — some
commendable, some truly awful. You will have a chance to plan your play in
these contracts yourself, before learning what fate befell the original declarer.
The second half of the book contains humorous short stories, featuring many
of David Bird’s well-loved characters: the bridge-crazy monks of the St. Titus
Monastery, the nuns of St. Hilda’s Convent, and the Rabbi and his entourage.
There is further action from Cholmeley School, from the missionaries whose
main task in life is to convert the Bozwambi tribe to the Acol bidding system,
and even some tales involving Robin Hood, the Sheriff of Nottingham and
the much-maligned Sir Guy of Gisburne. Although some of these stories have
been published in bridge magazines around the world, none of them have

previously appeared in book form.
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